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WHAT'S NEW IN READING
SUSIE SUDDERTH, Atlanta, Georgia
“Outlook for Federal Taxation” by 
Howard R. Bowen (January, 1946, CON­
TROLLER).
Dr. Bowen, economist of the Irving 
Trust Company, in a paper presented be­
fore the Chicago Control of the Con­
trollers Institute of America, says of 
Federal taxes, “no revolutionary or sweep­
ing change appears likely.” In other 
words, we may expect more of the same 
for some years to come.
Dr. Bowen discusses first what will be 
in the postwar budget: the war-related 
expenditures and other expenses. After 
projecting for several years ahead what 
will be required to balance the budget, he 
considers the various methods through 
which this revenue may be raised. These, 
as always, work back to individual and 
corporation income taxes and miscellane­
ous excise taxes. It is finally a matter of 
determining just how much of the burden 
each of these will bear.
There is a discussion of some of the 
proposals for tax reforms, touching on the 
present double taxation of dividends and 
the proposed accelerated depreciation. 
The conclusions, however, are that if the 
budget is to be balanced, federal taxes 
will follow the same general plan of the 
past few years.
“The River Mathematics,” by A. 
Hooper (Henry Holt & Company).
Since the author dared give such a 
name to his book, he may have to bear 
with any critic who wants to remind the 
public that some of it is deep water.
It is an interesting idea, this conception 
of the science of mathematics as a river, 
and Mr. Hooper has developed it quite 
cleverly. He starts with this river as only 
a trickle, at the source in fact, back when 
man counted on his fingers, and traces its 
current down through the years. We see 
it broadening out little by little as the 
contributions of Pythagoras, Plato, Euclid, 
and others flow into it.
The stream continues down to today 
when it is pictured as having reached the 
mouth emptying into a mighty ocean 
whose flood carries the ships of all the 
sciences with their endless benefits to man.
The book is interesting to read, since 
numbers hold a certain magic for almost 
any one whether he regards them as a 
complete mystery or as an invaluable as­
sistance. Several years ago Mr. Lancelot 
Hogden wrote a book similar to this which 
he called “Mathematics for the Millions”, 
the sales of which demonstrated the pub­
lic’s interest in the subject. Mr. Hooper’s 
book should certainly be as well received.
“The Street” by Ann Petry (Houghton 
Mifflin Company).
This is the story of a Negro woman 
and her struggle for a higher standard of 
living and a small degree of financial se­
curity for herself and her family. Through 
efforts only hinted at in flash-backs. Lutie 
Johnson has prepared herself for a “white­
collar” position. But this rise in the eco­
nomic world is passed over lightly. She 
is presented to us as a government em­
ployee, trying to support herself and her 
son and live a decent life in Harlem.
The author has done an excellent job 
of picturing the sordidness of life on one 
of Harlem’s streets. Her characters are 
generally alive and she has given a de­
finite strength to Lutie.
There have been several books in the 
past few years dealing with the problems 
that confront Negroes as a minority group 
in a democracy.
It is interesting to catch the viewpoints 
of various writers whether or not we agree 
with them; and Miss Petry, because she 
has something to say and a certain amount 
of literary skill, deserves to be heard.
“Starling of the White House” as told 
to Thomas Sugrue by Colonel Edmund 
W. Starling. (Simon and Schuster).
This is the story of Colonel Starling, 
the man who spent thirty years in the 
White House and whose Secret Service de­
tail guarded five presidents.
Mr. Sugrue spent several months with 
Col. Starling during the last year of his 
life, studying his character and the ac­
tivities of his crowded life. These he has 
transferred into a very interesting and 
readable book.
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